
What Makes a 
GOOD TALK?



EFFECTIVE
FIGURES

https://serialmentor.com/dataviz/



Low cognitive load



EFFECTIVE
SLIDES



MAXIMISE SIGNAL,  
MINIMISE NOISE

@mseckington

MAKE IMPORTANT  
INFORMATION STAND OUT

BE CONSISTENT

SHOW AND TELL
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EFFECTIVE 
PRESENTATION

Travis Isaacs: https://www.slideshare.net/tbisaacs/influencing-change-through-presentations

https://www.slideshare.net/tbisaacs/influencing-change-through-presentations




TELL  A  STORY





POSE
QUESTIONS



ANSWER
THEM



USE 
IMAGERY



PRESENTATION
STYLES



10 Slides
20 Minutes
30 Point Font
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Kawasaki Style

This is 30 pt Helvetica



Kawasaki Style

A normal human being cannot comprehend 
more than ten concepts in a meeting.



Lots of Slides

Lessig Style

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrpajcAgR1E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrpajcAgR1E


CONSIDER
ACCESSIBILITY

Goring et al. 2018 
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/fee.1771

https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/fee.1771


People with vision and 
hearing disabilities make up 
19% of the US population



4.5% of all doctoral recipients in 2014 
had vision and hearing disabilities 



WHAT CAN  
YOU DO?



CVD Friendly



Use a 
CVD Simulator



Facilitate the use 
of screen readers



CONCLUDE 
MEMORABLY



Thanks and funding
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